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President’s Update
A Cháirde
 
Happy New Year to all our Members 
and Friends. I hope that everyone 
enjoyed the festive season!
 
I was lucky enough to get home to 
Dublin with my husband and our two 
boys.  We had a wonderful time with 
family and friends and of course, 
ate far too much and enjoyed the 
Guinness too! 

Stevie, my youngest, was very 
disappointed that there was no 
snow but we were thankful for the 
mild weather we had which allowed 
us to get out and about, including 
walks in the Dublin mountains and 
down Dun Laoghaire pier where we 
bumped into friends from KL… As 
you do! 
 
I was expecting Ireland to be a 
more sombre place than it was, obviously we are in the middle of a deep, deep recession but the spirit of 
the Irish is still very much alive.  It was amazing to see the resilience of the Irish and the generosity too.   
Donations to groups such as the Vincent de Paul and the Simon Community continue to remain strong at 
home demonstrating the giving nature of our citizens.
  
Although plans are very much focused on the ball, we are already looking forward to our charity night here in 
KL, of which more information can be found on the next page.   As mentioned, we are busy getting ready for 
the annual ‘St. Patrick’s Day Ball’.  This is the event of the year in KL and once again this year promises to be a 
night to remember.   With the tickets sold out within hours we know that it is going to be a fantastic occasion 
and we have a superb night planned for you all.  Please do remember to bring your tickets with you on the 
night, no ticket means no entry.   On 25th February we have a great pub night at Delaneys, see flyer on notice 
board further on in newsletter. 

Once again, if you have any ideas for the Society or would like to be more involved in anyway please do let us 
know.  We are now on Facebook so please check us out at:  www.facebook.com/groups/stpatsoc.

 
Best wishes to you all for 2012.

Slán go foill, 



Irish Ambassador’s Residence
17 Jalan Ampang Hilir

Kuala Lumpur

Cost RM75 per person 
(includes supper) payable on the night  
Drinks available by coupon at Society 

prices

For further information and to book your 
place please contact: 

Dee: 017 352 0170 dee@stpatsoc.org

The St. Patrick’s Society 
of Selangor

proudly presents another great

Charity Auction Night

For CLAPAM

Saturday 19th May 2012 - 7.30pm



This year the Irish Society’s chosen charity is the Cleft Lip and Palate Association of Malaysia, which is a non-
profit, non-government organisation support group.  It consists of volunteers from parents with children born 
with cleft lip and / or palate, adults with cleft lip and / or palate and healthcare professionals who manage such 
individuals. 

CLAPAM provides various support services including counselling, information on feeding and care of cleft babies, 
also hospital and house visits.  CLAPAM also functions as a link between members and health care providers.  
They also help families in need of funding for corrective surgeries.   Last year they sponsored 79 corrective 
surgeries in Malaysia, of which 44 are cases in Sarawak.

Cleft lip and palate is a congenital facial deformity affecting 1 in 600 newborns in Malaysia.  Corrective surgery 
in infancy offers the best chance of an acceptable facial appearance and development of intelligible speech. 
However, long public waiting lists and the cost of the series of corrective operations required are a burden for 
poor families, sometimes resulting in children not receiving treatment, or treatment delay. 

CLAPAM also functions as a link between members and healthcare providers.  Children’s events and projects 
have been organised with the help of sponsors, and they  have an annual family day at our AGM.  Many members 
maintain close ties with each other, offering mutual support.

Since 2005, sponsorship has enabled CLAPAM to help families in need of funding for corrective surgeries, both 
at private and public hospitals, depending on specialist availability.  One exciting project which has now been 
ongoing for six years is the annual visit of Dr.Tan’s Pantai Hospital team to Sarawak.  For the past two years this 
trip has also been accompanied by a government surgeon for training purposes, and elective students.

Last year CLAPAM was able to fund 35 operations in peninsular Malaysia and 44 in Sarawak at an average cost of 
RM5,000 per operation.   The first batch of CLAPAM babies are now grown up, and they even have two “babies” 
who are now in medical school!

Cleft Lip and Palate Association
 of Malaysia (CLAPAM)

ANOTHER CHANCE
CHARITY SHOP

Wanted

Good quality clothing, books, ornaments, toys, 
household goods, baby equipment for our shop 

above Country Mart Convenience Store at Country 
Heights, Kajang. 

Collection can be arranged.  
All proceeds to local charities, so please help!

Also Needed

Your valuable time!  
Can you help us by volunteering to help in our 

boutique?

Any questions?

Please call:
Valerie Lee at 019 212 0621 
or Linda Satti at 012 373 0202  

VOLUNTEERS WANTED !

The Riding for the Disabled 
Association, Malaysia

Royal Selangor Polo Club, Ampang
or

Bukit Kiara Equestrian & Country Club

RDA Malaysia is a charitable organisation that provides 
therapy riding for disabled children. The horse’s 
movement is therapeutic and improves the child’s 
balance/posture, co-ordination, self esteem and muscle 
development. 

There is a constant need for motivated, cheerful and 
reliable people to help. It is not necessary to know 
anything about horses or disabilities. RDA teaches its 
volunteers what they need to know in order to lead a 
pony or walk by the side of a rider.

If you have the time to support this charity and give one 
or two mornings a week please contact the following.

Ampang:         Sandra Cooper   016 386 3185                                      
Bukit Kiara:    Cecilia Liew          016 275 9329



Coffee with Betty

Thursday 

29th March - 10am

At  Lois Oh’s home in Kenny Hills

Call Betty on 012 265 6695

to book your place

and get directions

Notice Board

Pub Night 
Delaney’s Irish Pub

The Federal Hotel
35 Jalan Bukit Bintang

Saturday 25th February
Come Early - Limited Free 

Guinness and Tiger
15% discount all evening

 for all food and drink

Bring along your  

whistle and flute  - 

for a fun evening of 

music and laughter 



New Members 
Notice Board

Anne Loh
Patrick Campbell
Carolyn & Simon Guscott
Tina Casey
Jason Gorham
John & Gemma O’Connor
Jim Seaver
Ai Lynn Gan & Dennis Muldowney
Anthony Cunningham & Ann McGreevy
Aidan Higgins & Hafizah Abdul Ghani

James & Kathleen Whyte
Elaine Colleran & Richard Kolek
Peter & Linda Kenyon
Marie Conlon
Oliver Roche
Judy Harney & James Walsh
Angela & Colin Spencer
Anne-Marie Dillion

Datin Doreena’s Joke Corner 

Friends of Ireland
David & Chona Boardman

An Irishman is stumbling through the woods, totally drunk, when he comes upon a preacher baptising people in 
the river.
He proceeds to walk into the water and subsequently bumps into the preacher..
The preacher turns around and is almost overcome by the smell of alcohol, whereupon he asks the drunk, ‘Are 
you ready to find Jesus?’
The drunk shouts, ‘Yes, oi am.’
So the preacher grabs him and dunks him in the water. He pulls him up and asks the drunk, ‘Brother have you 
found Jesus?’
The drunk replies, ‘No, oi haven’t found Jesus.’
The preacher shocked at the answer, dunks him into the water again for a little longer. He again pulls him out of 
the water and asks again, ‘Have you found Jesus me brother?’
The drunk again answers, ‘No, oi haven’t found Jesus.’
By this time the preacher is at his wits end and dunks the drunk in the water again --- but this time holds him down 
for about 30 seconds and when he begins kicking his arms and legs he pulls him up. The preacher again asks the 
drunk, ‘For the love of God have you found Jesus yet?’ 
The drunk wipes his eyes and catches his breath and says to the preacher, ‘Are ya sure dis is where he fell in?’

We are now on facebook
 - check out our events at:

www.facebook.com/groups/
stpatsoc 

or on the web: 
www.stpatsoc.org

Congratulations to Kanya & Stephen Morgan 
who became 

proud parents of 
a beautiful baby 
girl, Aine -  born 
14th December 

2011, 
weighing in at a 
healthy 3.36kg.
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________________________

enquiries: 017-280-6287

Inside
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The President 

&

Committee

St.Patrick’s Society
of Selangor

The Hilton Hotel 
Kuala Lumpur

Black Tie

7 pm, Saturday
17th March 2012

You will need this
ticket to gain entry.

to the
87th St Patrick's Society

Annual Ball
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Sold Out

Dear Members and Parents,

My name is Rory Doyle  and I am your Trustee Governor for the Alice 
Smith School.   I am a Past President (1996) and have served on the St 
Patrick’s Society committee for the past decade.  

This issue I would like to explain the St Patrick’s Society’s historical role within The Alice 
Smith School.  In the 1950’s, our Society was one of the founding members of what is the 
Alice Smith Schools Association, and  the St Patrick’s Society of Selangor remains today, 
more than 60 years later, one of the Trustee Societies of the school.

We have a Trustee Governor on the schools’ Council of Governors (governing body, non operational) who 
must be a member of the St Patrick’s Society.  They are elected by the members of the society, and is rotated 
every three years, or may take up a second term if elected to do so by our society.  The role of the trustees is to 
ensure that there is continuity in the school providing a consistently high quality British style education for the 
Alice Smith Schools Association parent community, which does experience a significant turnover in families 
who may only stay in Kuala Lumpur for a few years.

As of January 2012, the school has a total of 23 Irish students. There are 12 Irish students at the Primary 
Campus in Jalan Bellamy and 11 Irish students at the Secondary Campus in Equine Park.  The school has more 
than 1,500 students now from over 45 different nations, of which Irish is the top 8th nationality in school.

The long-awaited British School Overseas (BSO) inspection devised by the Department for Education (DfE) for 
England has finally arrived in Malaysia.  In the recent inspection by Tribal Education, one of the six approved 
inspectorates of DfE, The Alice Smith School passed the inspection with flying colours and is now an accredited 
British School.  The school is one of the first schools in Malaysia and one of the earliest in Southeast Asia 
and wider afield to obtain this accreditation.  The Secondary Campus at Equine Park was assessed as being 
Excellent, Grade 1 and the Primary Campus at Jalan Bellamy was assessed as being Good, Grade 2. The Alice 
Smith School continues to be well on its way to achieving its vision of being a consistently outstanding school 
by 2015.   Visit www.alice-smith.edu.my for more information.
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Five of our youngest members, 
including  the tiniest Irish girl in the 
school, did Ireland proud recently 
at the British International School’s 
United Nations Day Assembly. 

They performed a lively dance to 
The Congress Reel, and had the 
entire hall of about 600 pupils, 
teachers and parents, clapping 
along.  

They are; from left to right - Jack 
Heneberry, Beatrice Supplisson, 
Sophie Supplisson, Thomas 
Supplisson, River Martin and 
Sophie Heneberry.

British International School

Early one morning............
Long before the birds had risen......5.15am to be exact, eager and energetic members had started the queue 
outside the ABWM house for the annual rush for the Irish Ball tickets!  Mad....maybe not, as the tickets sold 
out within an hour of going on sale!  



By Jeff Bannister

Bewely’s – an icon still 
going strong, though under 

different management.

We spent a most delightful two weeks in Ireland this 
Christmas.  It was mainly the kids that had nagged to 
go back, and my youngest, Gráinne, was most excited 
as she had never been to Ireland in wintertime and 
had never seen snow.  On that front they were to 
be disappointed as we had a very mild time while 
there.  Christmas Day in Dublin was a balmy 12°C! 

Despite all the economic doom and gloom, the 
atmosphere was great, and for once people weren’t 
talking about their mortgages. With the strength of 
the Ringgit it was also surprisingly cheaper than I 
had expected.

One of the highlights of our trip was having 
the pleasure of attending the wedding of Claire 
Hutchinson, daughter of our former Ambassador 
to Malaysia, H.E. Eugene Hutchinson, at the kind 
invitation of the father of the bride.  Congratulations 
to Claire and Alan on their marriage, and wishing 
them every happiness in the future.

Both Eugene and Adele are well and enjoying their 
time in Warsaw, though they do miss Malaysia and 
pass on their best wishes to all their friends here.

Grafton Street
Christmas Decorations

A crisp morning looking 
out at Ireland’s Eye from 

Howth Harbour

The Bank of Ireland 
building looking 

towards Dame Street

Christmas 2011 in Dublin



The Alma Mater 
 Trinity College Dublin

St Stephen’s Green – fascination 

with thick layer of ice on pond!

Visiting the “other” 
Santa at Dublin Zoo

The happy couple:
Claire Hutchinson and Alan Hayes

We did manage to find one patch of 
snow at Sally’s Gap up the mountains, 

and yours truly got pelted with it!

Adele looking resplendent in 
her wedding finery, with her uncle who’s in his nineties

Relaxing after the main part 

of the wedding concluded very 

successfully



This is generally the opening line in conversations I have here. :-) 
Not usually your first port of call when you think about employment in Malaysia, but it’s where we’ve set up 
our second home.  Surprising to most it is now the head office of a private education company here called 
Brighton Education.  It started off as all businesses do with just a tiny number of employees and a shared office 
in Kuala Lumpur.  Now it is home to 152 employees spread across six states - Negeri Sembilan, Melaka, Johor 
Bahru, Kelantan, Terrenganu and Pahang.  This is all thanks to the innovative Teaching English Language and 
Literacy (TELL) project which started in January of this year.  It is a Ministry of Education Malaysia initiative, 
which seeks to improve the standards of teaching and the use of English in rural areas of Malaysia.  To do this 
the Ministry has contracted three private companies, including Brighton Education, to manage International 
Mentors.  There are over 600 schools and 2,250 teachers participating nationwide. 

We work in teams of three mentors in rural villages and towns. Each cluster has fifteen schools which they are 
responsible for, and we spend our time providing training sessions, co-teaching with the local teachers  and 
interacting with the remarkable children.  The classes involved with the project are Year One, Two and Three 
at Primary level. It’s fantastic to say that there are 21 Irish staff now employed by Brighton Education.  Most 
are young, eager mentors like me, but there are also staff members at management level and in another 
project, educating in the Training institutions around the country. 

“Seremban! Why do you live there?”

James Connaughton, Co. Waterford

Aoife Downey, Co. Clare with Year 1 students  

Year 2 students



Minister Ciaran Cannon’s visit, with HE Declan Kelly.
Marie Conlon, Co. Sligo on the right. 

The local people we work with are typically eager, interested and very motivated.  We provide interactive 
student centred training, which in turn is practiced in the classroom. 

The project will last three years, and at the end of its first year, we can see very encouraging developments.  
It’s a challenging time for local teachers, many of whom are non-option English teachers, with the introduction 
of a new primary curriculum.  Many of the staff have been involved in national and international conferences, 
local events, ministerial visits and all aspects of the school work, from Teachers Day, to language carnivals, 
sports days to painting murals. There’s nothing we won’t try, all the while wearing a Baju or Batik.

Towards the end of September 2011, the Irish Ambassador to Malaysia, HE Declan Kelly, hosted the visiting 
Deputy Minister for Education, Mr. Ciaran Cannon from Ireland. Due to the number of Irish working on the 
project, a visit to Seremban earned a place on his very busy schedule. It was a great day and we were pleased 
to demonstrate a lesson as an example of the work being carried out.  A quick taste of Durian was the only 
sour occurrence!

It’s been a rollercoaster of a year and we’re excited to see the further developments in the upcoming year. Perhaps it 
will include many more Irish staff, and plenty new members for the society. 

By Aoife Downey

Local teacher working with her class



The Ladies of St.Patricks Society gathered together 
for a coffee morning on Friday 4th November at 
the home of Betty Theseira.  It started out as a very 
wet morning but cleared just in time for the arrivals 
at 10am.  A steady stream of ladies poured in and 
there was lots of chatter and laughter as old and 
new friends met.  Our guest of honour, Rev.Sr.Enda 
Ryan arrived and needless to say, her company was 
enjoyed by one and all.

A selection of cakes, sandwiches, fruit and drinks 
were enjoyed and there was a suggestion that our 
future coffee mornings end with a nice glass of 
wine or two! (An indication that we were already in 
a festive mood).  We took the opportunity to inform 
everyone of some of the up-coming events planned 
for the next few months and of recent changes 
implemented by the new committee in October 
particularly regarding booking for this years ball, 
which will be held on 17th.March - St.Patricks day 
itself!   Wonderful! 

I would like to hear from anyone interested in hosting future coffee mornings at their home, it is a bi-monthly 
affair and should prove to be most enjoyable.  Betty’s mobile: 012 265 6695.

Coffee, Cake and Chat By Betty Theseira

Enterprise
 Ireland

The Irish Trade & Technology Board
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Its mission is to help Irish companies build 
their competitive advantage through 
innovative marketing and technology.

Enterprise Ireland offices worldwide 
link international buyers with Ireland’s 

competitive capability.

Contact us:
Tel:  03 2164 0618

Fax:  03 2164 0619 or e-mail 
sabrina.ng@enterprise-ireland.com

www.enterprise-ireland.com

Deputy Head of Mission
Mr Shane Stephens

Ireland House
The Amp Walk

218 Jalan Ampang
50450 Kuala Lumpur

Tel:  (03) 2161 2963
Fax: (03) 2161 3427

Public Hours
Monday to Friday

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
 & 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Embassy of Ireland

Ambassador
HE Declan Kelly



Angels Coffee Morning
Thank you to all the 

wonderful St Pat’s ladies who 
attended the Angels Coffee 

Morning at the Residence on 
17th November.  You made over 

50 children very very happy 
with your generosity.   



Our Society ladies kicked the Christmas 
season off in style at our Annual Christmas 
Ladies Lunch on Thursday 1 December.   This 
event is a key, well supported highlight in 
our calendar and 2011 was no exception.  
Successfully organised by Committee 
Members Mary, Lorraine, Gill and Lynn, fifty 
two ladies including Mrs Anne Kelly and our 
Vice President Orna filled the restaurant with 
the sounds of friendly chatter and joyous 
laughter.

Our venue this year was the fabulous Tatto – 
a great trattoria nestled away on Jalan Damai 
between Jalan Ampang and Jalan Tun Razak.  

Yenti and her band of merry men treated us to a delightful menu that showcased the restaurants true Italian 
fare and tantalised our taste buds.  All of course complemented with a touch of ‘Christmas spirit’…of the red 
and white variety.

The traditional raffle proved a source of 
great amusement for winners and ‘non 
winners’ alike.  A few ladies clearly had the 
luck of the Irish on their side and their repeat 
wins brought squeals of delight across the 
restaurant.

The highlight of our lunch must surely have 
been the entertainment provided by our very 
own Anna and three of her talented friends.  
Carols aplenty encouraged full participation 
from all.  Mary graced us with a solo part 
during When a Child is Born, while Lorraine 
raised the roof and the heart rates with her 
energetic interpretation of the Twelve Days 
of Christmas; the required bobbing up and 
down helped us all make room for dessert!   In a remarkable contrast, you could have heard a pin drop when 
Anna treated us all to a beautiful rendition of O Holy Night; a wonderful moment of reflection which clearly 

brought memories of Christmas’ past and 
touched the hearts of many of our ladies.  

To our organising Committee Members 
(Mary, Lorraine, Lynn and Gill) a huge round 
of applause and a big THANK YOU - you ran 
a great event and did us proud.  A special 
thanks to Yenti and her team at Tatto for the 
great food and service.  Last but definitely 
not least, a final heartfelt Thank You to 
Anna and her choral friends for their superb 
entertainment.  Christmas just wouldn’t be 
Christmas without carols, and an Irish event 
just wouldn’t be an Irish event without a 
good singsong and plenty of craic. 

On the first day of Christmas......



By Fiona Rice



The Spirit of Christmas......

This year’s annual St. Patrick’s Children’s Christmas Party was another fantastic occasion, bringing together 
the children of the society along with our wonderful guests from the Chin Refugee School in Pudu. 

The venue remained the same, thanks to the fantastic John and Fema Woollins who opened their home to 
us.  Although the rain had fallen throughout the night, Saturday  3rd December dawned bright and sunny, and 
remained so for the duration of the party.  

From the arrival of the first guests fun was the order of the day, aided in a large part to the wonderful bouncy 
castle that ‘Crown Relocation’ provided for the party.  The magician provided great entertainment for the 
children and adults -  everyone joined in with her fun games. 

After lunch was served, which included some delicious pastries kindly donated by ‘Café Crème’ for the 
occasion, the most important part of the day had arrived, a very special visit by the man himself ...Santa! 

This visit was made all the more special by the amazing generosity of our ‘Christmas Angels’ who had been 
delivering gifts by the sack load throughout the previous week to our angel helpers, Gill Longhurst and 
Sarah Wheeler Tan. It was very special to watch the children’s smiles as Santa presented each of them with 

their Christmas gift. Sincere 
thanks to all the Angels who 
really did make Christmas 
happen for these children 
this year. 

After that it was time to 
board the bus again for our 
young guests. Goodbyes 
and hugs were exchanged 
between all the children 
who shared this great day 
and off they headed home. 

Thanks also to all the 
Society families who came 
along to share this special 
day, we hope you enjoyed 
it, and a big thanks to all 
the committee who helped 
organise the event. 



By Dee Grimshaw



A Night to Remember
Margaret and Tony’s house was the venue for our Christmas Hooley and what a beautiful home they have. 
An ideal party venue with so much space that the carols carried on, whilst the talkative few continued their 
conversations.

Seventy five of us turned up to be met by Olwyn who had made a delicious Irish Christmas cocktail..... for 
those who asked for the recipe, it’s a generations old  secret.... and she wont tell!  On hand to welcome 
everyone were our hosts Tony, Margaret and their children Jack and Sophie who were a delight and so well 
behaved that we all wrote to Santa.

The Christmas fare was delicious turkey, roast lamb, lots of local treats followed by desert fresh fruits and 
of course mince pies washed down with an Irish coffee.  We now have a well trained group of Irish coffee 
makers supervised by Betty, who also organised the catering by Eden.

It is always special when we have Sister Enda attending the hooley, even better when she sings.... “the naughty 
song.”   We had a carol competition and  the singing was heavenly to say the least.  It was organised by Ron 
Anderson and the panel of esteemed judges deemed it to be a tie, so everyone got some “uisce beatha” 
better known as whiskey, or water of Life, which is only consumed for medicinal purposes in Ireland and 
Scotland.

Our President Dee Grimshaw, said a few words, and wished everyone a Happy Christmas. She then introduced 
our favourite St. Patrick’s lady, Betty Theseira, and presented her with a bouquet to celebrate her very special 
birthday.    Jeff Banister sang,  accompained on the piano by Aidan Cotter  who now lives in Jakarta.... and we 
all would love him to come back to KL please.  Also a big thank you to Nigel and Leynard for making sure we 
had enough wine and beer.
 
Special thanks must go to Betty, Olwyn  and, Lynn for organising the event and to Bill our resident paparazzi 
for catching many happy moments.  And we must not forget dear Ron Anderson our favourite MC who sang 
and played guitar.  Our heartfelt thanks go to Margaret and Tony for allowing us into their home, the warmth 
of their hospitality made everyone feel so welcome, they  even provided a full lunar eclipse for us all to gaze 
at and add to the magic of Christmas  -  truly a night to remember.



By Mary Anderson



A Cháirde,  -  The Orang Éire GAA Club held our AGM on Wednesday 30th November.  Rebecca Simpson and Patrick 
Campbell joined the existing committee members of Aidan Higgins, Conor Foley, Jonathan Cleary, Jenn Collins and 
Danny McBride.  This year we said Auf Wiedersehen to Ronan Kelly, Kenny Woods and Niall Keating, who served 
on the committee since the club was formed in 2007.  Unfortunately for us, the life of the expat caught up with 
them and they had to depart our sunny shores together with their families. Pat Gorham our No. 1 goalkeeper and 
first ever Club Chairman stepped down after serving since the beginning of the club and I now have the daunting 
job of trying to fill Pat’s very big boots. 

On behalf of Orang Éire I would like to take this opportunity to say Go Raibh Maith Agat (thank you) to Pat, or as 
he is better known in the club as Paddy Mac, for the dedication and excellent work he has done over the past five 
years in leading the club to where we are today, a thriving social and Gaelic footballing club with a trophy cabinet 
that every club would be proud of.   Pat has recently been elected to serve on the committee of the GAA Asian Gulf 
Board as Vice-Chairman and he is also heading up a newly formed committee of Patricia Jones, Gerardine Turner, 
Ron Anderson, Jeff Bannister, Anthony Cunningham and Michael Garvey that will organise and bring the Asian 
Gaelic Games to KL in October this year.   This is the biggest tournament on the Asian GAA calendar and we will 
be expecting over 1500 players, coaches and spectators from clubs throughout Asia and the Gulf regions.  

We closed off the 2011 in style with our annual Christmas Party and Awards Night held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
KL on Friday 9th December.  It was another fantastic party made all the more memorable by the hilariously funny 
and very heartfelt video links sent back from the four corners of the globe by our recently departed friends and 
club mates Shauna Tay, Aimee Gillis, Niall Keating, Claire & Kenny Woods and Ronan Kelly. All influential club 
members and great characters, they are sadly missed but we will be seeing them all again very soon. A big thank 
you to another great character and club man that recently moved to Jakarta but he made the trip back to entertain 
us with his piano and songs, the after-party wouldn’t have been same without him - our very own piano man 
Aidan Cotter.

On the night, we presented awards for Club Lady and Club Man of the Year for their outstanding service to the 
club and kids Gaelic program in 2011, and these awards were deservedly won by Jenn Collins and Jonathan 
Cleary. At the Asian Gaelic Games in Seoul, Korea in October we fielded two Ladies teams and two Men’s teams 
and awards for the Most Valuable Players (MVP) on each team were presented to Shannon Beauce (yellow team), 
Anna Bridel (blue team), Ben Simpson (yellow team) and Fintan O’Reilly (blue team). All were truly inspirational 
and were leaders on the field throughout the tournament. We also like to recognise the Most Improved Players 
(MIP) during the course of the year and in 2011 the Ladies MIP award was won by Simone Gross and the Men’s 
MIP award was won by Fintan O’Reilly. Both players put in an awful amount of work during the year and it really 
showed in their game. Just goes to show that hard work during training sessions does pay off!  The final award 
of the night was the Club Helmet Health and Safety award. The award is generally given for injuries sustained 
either on or off the field or for the player with the most visits to a hospital in any given year. This year we had a 
few cases of Dengue, the usual case of twisted ankles to the more serious cases of cracked ribs and broken wrist. 
However, this year, the Health and Safety Helmet award went to Paddy Mac for his severed finger. In a freak 
accident during a Saturday afternoon training session his index finger was dislocated and severed by the football 
as he tried to catch it and his finger was left hanging by just one tendon. Thanks to the surgeon and his medical 
team at Gleneagles Hospital and to Pat’s dedication to his rehab he was back between the Orang Éire posts within 
six months of receiving the injury. Well done Paddy Mac!

Pre-season training has already started to get us fit for our first International Rules Test of the year against the 
Malaysian Warriors in early March followed by the annual  KL Challenge Cup on the 10th March where we invite 
ladies, men’s and kids teams from Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand and Vietnam to compete. The KL 
Challenge is a great preparation and game time for the first official tournament of the year which is the SEA 
Games that will be held in Bangkok in early May. Our club is always looking for new talent and there is no age 
limit. We have players well into their forties and one or two that can boast about playing at the highest level at 
50! Please check out our website www.malaysiagaa.com, where you can learn all about the club and get in touch 
with us about training, games and social events.

I would like to wish all the Irish Society Newsletter readers a very happy and healthy New Year! 
Mise le Meas
John English  - Orang Éire Club Chairman

GAA -  Reporting Back
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