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President’s Chat
A Cháirde,

To echo my short inaugural speech at our recent AGM, 7 years ago 
I was an ordinary housewife in Castlebar and now I am here!  If 
anyone had told me then where I would be now I would have had 
a good ould laugh at them.  But … here I am, with my wonderful 
family around me, looking to head our Society into another amazing 
year.

Before waxing lyrical about this successful year that we are going to 
have, I must pay tribute to our outgoing President, Dee Grimshaw, 
who has set the bar very high for me.  As a committee we have 
had one of our most successful years ever with a truly memorable 
Ball in March and a record breaking Charity Auction night – and 
those are just the highlights. In total in this past year we have, as a 
society, donated in excess of RM250,000 to Malaysian charities.  It is 
a privilege to be a part of that, a way to give something back to our 
adopted home.  We are not a ‘fundraising society’ as such – but the 
generosity of our members and their friends never ceases to amaze 
me.  So for us it is only one measure of success, but it is one that we 
should all be very proud of.

I am truly honoured to have many of our stalwart committee 
members continuing through for another term.  Without this 
continuity, arranging our numerous and varied events would be 
virtually impossible.  We have granted what we hope is a ‘temporary 
release’ to a couple of members, but we are sure that we can entice them back at some later date when required as 
they haven’t actually left the country!  Kanya and Kathy – thank you for all your hard work.  I would like to welcome 
Elaine Colleran, Des Morgan and Martha Tee, newly elected at the AGM, onto the committee this year. Lynn Maitland 
has taken over as our Treasurer and Fiona Rice has taken on the role as Vice President for the year.  And to our serving 
Past Presidents – which now thankfully include Dee – I thank you in advance for all your guidance, your foresight and 
your hindsight.  Your experiences are invaluable.  I look forward to working with you all.   

And now to this coming year.  This is always a busy time for the community in general and St Patrick’s Society of Selangor 
is no different. Between now and Christmas we will have a Pub night – this time its out of the city centre but promises 
to be a fun night.  We also have our Angels Coffee Morning, graciously hosted by Mrs. Anne Kelly at The Residence.  This 
is one of my favourite events of the year and it is an amazing opportunity to share a bit of Christmas cheer with many of 
the less fortunate children of KL.  This then directly supports our Family Christmas Party on 1st December.  I encourage 
as many families as possible to join in this morning of fun.

We will of course once again be hosting our ever popular Ladies Christmas Lunch.  Get in quick with your RSVPs – this 
one gets more popular every year.  Christmas Festivities culminate of course with our Christmas Hoolie.  Unfortunately, 
we have been unable to arrange for another eclipse this year, but we have managed to secure the same stunning venue 
for the party as we had last year!  Thank you Tony and Margaret.

Details of all these events are in the newsletter and will be on our website & Facebook.  In addition – please note that 
the procedures for the acquisition of the coveted tickets for the 2013 Ball are also included in this newsletter.  Please 
read them carefully.  Tickets will be on sale in January.  For those that didn’t hear the official announcement – the Ball 
will be held on the 16th March at The Hilton Hotel.

As it is the start of a new year for us, I would like to end by welcoming all new members to the Society, especially those 
who have recently arrived in KL.  I hope you learn to love it like I have and I hope that we can in some small way help 
you to settle into life here.

Is mise le meas,



HOW TO PURCHASE TICKETS FOR THE ST PATRICK’S BALL - 16TH MARCH 2013

As you know, in recent years there has been an extremely high demand for the St Patrick’s Day Ball. 
Tickets sell out within 2 hours of  going on sale.  To ensure the allocation of  tickets is fair, we will 
follow most of  the same principles as the previous two years.  Members will be given an opportunity to 
purchase tickets before they go on sale to the public. The following procedures will be implemented:-

     Tickets may not be reserved or purchased in advance.

Tickets will be sold at the ABWM House, 88 Jalan Terasek 8, Bangsar Baru, 59100 KL, on 
Saturday 12th January 2013 from 8.30am, to members only. Tables will be limited to one table per 
family membership.  Completed booking forms (enclosed) must accompany payment, cheques would 
be preferred please.

To enquire about availability after 12th January 2013, please email Lorraine Gordon on lorraine_gordon6@
hotmail.com.   Bookings may then be made by members and non-members, with members taking 
priority. Bookings by telephone will not be accepted. A waitlist will be maintained for those who wish to 
purchase tables should these become available at a later date

 Ticket Price:  RM350 members : RM400 non-members.
Cheques preferred please.

All names of  guests must be provided at time of  booking together with full payment.  Any 
person’s name provided at a later date will be charged at the higher price of  RM400.   No 
refunds will be given. 

NB Only members whose renewals / or new application forms have been received before 30th November 
2012 will be eligible to purchase tickets at members’ prices. It will not be possible to renew and purchase 
tickets on the day of  sale.  Full payment must be received with the booking form (enclosed). Tables will 
not be allocated at time of  booking but will be allocated prior to the event, on a ‘first come first served’ 
basis.

On the day tickets go on sale, it will be one table per person only.  Members may still appoint a member 
or someone from their table as proxy to purchase their tickets, but proof  of  membership must be 
provided.  A maximum of  one table (10 pax) can by booked for another member by any person acting 
as proxy on the day, but that person is not entitled to buy any additional tickets or tables.  A few tables 
will be allocated for individuals and couples not wishing to purchase a table. Please note that those 
with ‘Friends of  Ireland’ membership can purchase up to two tickets for the ball. They are not entitled 
however to a full table. 

The St Patrick’s Ball is a very popular ball in the expat calendar and it is sad to say that in the 
past we have had issues with people attempting entry without tickets. As was the case last year, 
admission to the ball will be strictly by ticket only. We would ask for your co-operation to ensure 
that only invited guests enjoy the evening.

For further information please contact: Lorraine Gordon 
Tel:  017 280 6287 or Email:  lorraine_gordon6 @hotmail.com



The 88th St Patrick’s Society
 Annual Ball

Saturday 16th March 2013

The Hilton Hotel
Kuala Lumpur

Folksman D.C.
Back by popular demand

Members RM350
(Restrictions Apply)

Non-Members RM400

Tickets on Sale: Saturday 12th January 2013



Notice Board

Friends of Ireland

We are now on facebook - Please join us and check out 
our events at:  www.facebook.com/groups/stpatsoc

 or on the web: www.stpatsoc.org

Datin Doreena’s Joke Corner 

New Members 

Brian, Claire and Robert 
Kirby welcomed Aoife 
Grace Melaya Kirby 
on 15th June in Pantai 
Hospital, Bangsar. 
Big brother is delighted 
with his little sister! 

Congratulations to Ron 
and Mary Anderson on 
the birth of their new 
little granddaughter 
Lilla Angela Anderson 
born on 1st Aug 2012 
weighing in at 8lbs.

How to tell your Irish!

           Robert and Margaret Kehoe
 Tom and Maria Martin
 Rebecca Lone
                  Laura McCullough 
                  Sarah Day
                  Izabela Zelazna and Aidan Moriarty
                  Joanna and Brendan Donnelly
                  Leonie Anne Fitzpatrick 
                  Aidan McKay and Caroline Scholes
                  Andrew Dane
  Cathal Brady Martin Manelly
 Michelle McMorrow
  Nicholas Chew

Julie and Phil Sharp 
Melisa and James Clark 
Sheena Tan and Azlan



Notice Board

The Dog’s
  Rugby in Malaysia 

since 1862

Men Over 16 and Under 35
Training Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday

RSC Sports Annex
Come play for the best!

Call: Deano 012 792 8733

The Dog's...Junior Rugby

Saturday's 10am -12 noon
Boys and Girls  4 -16 years

RSC Sports Annex.

For  more information call:
Deano  012 792 8733

Gary Cane 012 667 8342

Lunch with Betty
Date for your diary:  Next lunch - Thursday 31st January 2013 

Venue to be advised by email in the new year.

No.11, Ground Floor, Plaza Prismaville
Jalan 19/70a Desa Sri Hartamas
50480 Kuala Lumpur 

Pub Night
  @
Healy Mac’s

 
Friday

23rd Nov
8pm

Come and join us 

for a beer or 2!



Johnny English and Ethan Cleary cheering on 
Mayo in the 2012 All Ireland Football Final in 
Healy Macs, Hartamas - Irish style............ 
ie. with Taytos!!!

Lunch@The Dog

On Thursday 27th September, sixteen society members met at The Royal Selangor Club in town for lunch at The 
Dog.  We were served a variety of foods, ranging from good old roast lamb to local fare.  It was great to see some 
of our long term members coming along for lunch, enjoying the company of new members and committee.
   
A big “thank you” to Betty for organising, we look forward to the next one in January.  Don’t forget to sign up for 
the Christmas lunch at Tatto on 4th December 2012.

Editors Note:
If you have any snippets of news or views 

please email me at:
gilllonghurst@yahoo.com



Notice Board
Dear Valued Members of the St Patrick’s Society of Selangor,

My name is Rory Doyle and I have the privilege of being your Alice Smith School Trustee Governor 
representative. We are now well underway into the first term of the new academic year and I am 
delighted that we already have plenty to update you on.

Congratulations to all the Alice Smith School’s Year 6, 11, 12 and 13 students who sat the Year 6 National Curriculum Tests, 
GCSE and A Level exams in the summer term.

A Level Results
The A Level results compare very favourably against the collective results of the best schools in UK including the independent 
sector. 68% of the grades achieved were A*, A or B grades. Amongst the many students achieving academic standards, ten 
students have results of the highest order attaining three A* grades. Fifteen students scored all A* or A grades for their 
subjects with a further five attaining at least two A* grades in their studies.

AS Level
Our AS grades were the best ever attained at the school with 67% of all grades attained being an A or B grades.

GCSE Results
This year’s results are historically the third best GCSE grades in the school’s history with 95% of all results being a pass grade. 
We have had 9 students achieving all straight A* / A grades, and 25 students achieving 10 A* / A grades or more.

University Destinations
UK is by far the most popular destination for Alice Smith students with many having been offered university places all over 
the United Kingdom. 76% of our UK applicants secured their First Choice university, up from 71% last year. 

In addition to the UK, we have also supported students this year in their applications to other international destinations 
and are currently supporting our student applying to Australia, which takes place post-A2 examinations for entry in January 
2013.  

Campus Development and Renovations
Over the holidays, building work has taken place at both Primary and Secondary Campuses. In place at the Primary 
Campus is the new Sensory Garden in Foundation, New Gifted and Talented and Special Educational Needs office 
in the Year 2 block and several renovated and refurbished classrooms.

The new Science facilities at the Secondary Campus will add immensely to the high quality of science education 
already provided for our students. 

CPD Training 
The academic staff have hosted and taken part in some high quality professional development sessions. These include the 
Librarians Knowledge Sharing Workshop and Teaching and Learning in PSHE Education with facilitator Stephen De Silva, both 
held at the Secondary Campus.

FOBISSEA Conference and AGM 2012
The Alice Smith School is also honoured to host the FOBISSEA Conference Leadership and AGM 2012 held from 31st October 
to 4th November at the Prince Hotel & Residence KL. Membership of FOBISSEA is a fundamental part of life at the Alice 
Smith School and both students and teachers look forward each year to taking part in the vast range of activities and CPD 
opportunities provided by FOBISSEA.  

The FOBISSEA conference this year is linked with EARCOS. Diverse, interesting and stimulating workshops were offered not 
only to Heads of FOBISSEA Schools but also to invited guests, senior managers and exhibitors.

All in all, it has been a very busy and productive start to the new academic year. For more information please visit 
the schools at www.alice-smith.edu.my.

Brand Manual  
Guidelines

Alice Smith_brand manual_rev26.indd   1 10/13/11   9:44:47 AM



Calling all 
Christmas Angels

Thursday 8th November
10.30am

Mrs Anne Kelly
 would like to invite you and your friends to 
a very special coffee morning at her home

17 Jalan Ampang Hilir, KL

This year we will be buying gifts for Hope Worldwide 
Malaysia, in particular, children from

 low income families.
Please come and support this worthy cause

RSVP to Lorraine: 017 280 6287 / lorraine_gordon6@hotmail.com

With Carols
from the

 Alice Smith
Children’s  

Choir



Family
Christmas Party

Saturday 1st December
11am to 2 pm

Venue: Weir/Linatex
Jalan Ipoh

(Directions provided on booking)

Please bring a wrapped 
gift for your own child
to the value of  RM50 

To book your place contact:  Dee 017 352 0170 / dee@stpatsoc.org

Games and entertainment  
Christmas starts here!

(Santa is out and about too!)



Ladies Christmas 
Lunch

at
Tatto

A-G-1, Hampshire Place Office, 157 Hampshire,
No. 1, Jalan Mayang Sari, Off  Jalan Tun Razak,

50450 Kuala Lumpur
RSVP: Mary Anderson 016 928 1927

or gilllonghurst@yahoo.com

Members RM 85
Non-Members RM95

Tuesday
4th December

12 - 3pm

Fab Prizes
in the
Raffle

Four course lunch
 plus bubbly on arrival, 

a glass of  wine
 with meal,
 & coffee.

Wine by the 
bottle at

 Society prices



Christmas Hooley

Saturday 15th December
7.30pm

RM 80 Members
RM 90 Non-Members

Another fab night at Tony and Margaret’s
With food , frivolity and song!

Beer and wine at Society prices

RSVP: Margaret 012 218 8369 / margaret@stpatsoc.org

4 Lorong 5/21A 
Petaling Jaya

(Bukit Gasing area)



New Committee Members 2012 
My husband and I have been life members of St Pat’s since 1995 and 
although we haven’t been the most active members over the years, we 
have enjoyed St Patrick’s events and have met many wonderful people. 
I’ve always admired the hard work and commitment of the past and 
present committees and I feel excited and not a little intimidated about 
being a part of the St Patrick’s committee.

I come from Roscommon in the heart of Connaught, a county of rivers and 
lakes and very few people. After college, I moved to “the bright lights” of 
London and there I met my Malaysian husband.  A few years later, with 
our two year old daughter and our six month old son in tow, we came 
“home” to Malaysia. It was a bit of a shock adapting to the culture, the 
heat, the mosquitoes, and the immigration department.  However my 
kids became instant Malaysians and slowly our life took shape. I learned 
to drive, took up teaching English and grew to love KL - the lazy lifestyle, 
the endless sunshine,  the rain when it comes down in buckets, but most 
of all the close proximity to fabulous beaches and beautiful blue sea.  But 
with a blink of an eye the years have rolled by.  My daughter has just left 
to study in London and her brother will start college in January.  

Now that I have time on my hands I’m looking forward to getting more involved in this great society.

I  originate from Tuam, Co. Galway. I 
am married to Richard Kollek (but have 
desperately hung on to my Irish surname)!  

We have two little girls, Robin aged seven 
and Ruby aged four. I moved to Malaysia just 
over a year ago, having lived and worked in 
London for 15 years prior to this.

Hi, I was born and 
raised in County 
Galway. 

I had been living 
and working in 
Dublin in An Garda 
Siochana before 
moving to Kuala 
Lumpur last year.  

I am currently on a career break and my wife, Karen 
has been seconded to a post as a psychology lecturer in 
Perdana University - Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 
based in Putrajaya. 

We have one daughter aged four and we are thoroughly 
enjoying living in KL.

I cannot believe how vibrant the Irish community is here 
in Kuala Lumpur and I hope to bring the two great Irish 
giants, the St Patrick’s Society and Orang Eire closer 
together, and hopefully together we can have a really 
successful year and add to the tremendous charity work 
done by the society in the past. 

Martha Tee

Des Morgan Elaine Colleran  



The Royal Visit 

The flags were out, best dresses ironed, nails painted, ready for the  
visit of Kate and William to Kuala Lumpur on 14th September 2012.

Did you see them? We did.

Some had tickets to the BMCC lunch, others like myself queued to see 
them on their walk about at KLCC Park.  The Loyal Societies got invites 
to the High Commissioner’s Residence for afternoon tea....wonderful.  
Dee, Orna, Sarah and Margaret went along to represent the Irish.  I 
did hear a whisper that the Royals spent longer in our corner, mainly 
because Sarah kept them chatting......she could only be Irish!

Lynn Maitland and I went along to the park with the other 10,000 peo-
ple, but, we were lucky, pressed up against the barrier, we spoke to 
both William (who is gorgeous) and Katherine, who is simply stunning..
tv does neither of them justice!  They were charming, asking questions 
about our life here in KL.  We were both so thrilled to meet them......so 
thrilled in fact that we went on to Harrods in KLCC to celebrate over a 
bottle of champagne....it made our day!  

by Gill Longhurst



Annual General Meeting 
Honoured members, we have another successful 
AGM under our belt!  

On 22nd September 2012 members new and old, 
along with their guests, gathered to ponder on 
our past year and vote in a new committee for 
the year to come.

This year the event returned to one of our favou-
rite venues - the Doyles’ Gaff!  Rory and Helen let 
us take over their beautiful home once again, and 
for this we are very grateful.  

With just over 100 people in attendance it was 
always going to be a good night.

With Ron Anderson presiding over the proceed-
ings, it wasn’t long before the pre-AGM drinks 
were adjourned to get down to more pressing 
matters.  Thankfully – the whole process was 
pretty simple and Ron guided us through the 
agenda with great aplomb!

As is tradition, our outgoing president, Deirdre 
Grimshaw, gave a summary of our highlights for 
this year – top of the list being the fact that as 
a Society we donated more than RM250,000 to 
various charities this year.  Dee also thanked the 
outgoing committee, especially the members 
that were standing down – or how did she put it 
??? – taking a leave of absence!

Without too much ado our new committee was 
duly elected with three new members coming on 
board – profiles are elsewhere in this newsletter.  
New officers were elected and it then fell to in-
coming president Orna English to make her inau-
gural speech.  Dee was thanked for her amazing 
leadership, the new committee was welcomed 
on board and a small presentation was made to 
our treasured editor Gill.  

The meeting was adjourned with a heartfelt 
speech of appreciation to the Society by our Dep-
uty Head of Mission, Shane Stephens.

Then to the fun stuff! The food was great, the 
drink was even greater.  The craic was mighty and 
Sr. Enda was up dancing to U2!!!

All in all – it was a great success.





“My Current Wife”
Carol Wolfson’s official introduction to Ireland was 
on 7th October 1988 at the Farmhouse Bar in Taipei.  
At 27, she was the representative of a small Chicago 
economic consulting firm and went to one of the only 
reputable expat bars in Taipei in the 80s that night with 
a client.  As one of the few western businesswomen in 
Taiwan at the time, dating opportunities were rare, but 
out of the corner of her eye at the L-shaped bar, she 
spotted a very handsome man, one Michael Garvey, 
who was the head of the Taiwan IDA office.

As Carol recalls, after making eye contact several times 
with this pale Gaelic vision (she saw him writing notes 
and thought perhaps he was writing to a girlfriend but 
later discovered he was writing up a business meeting - 
to anyone who knows Michael now, this makes perfect 
sense!). 

She excused herself from her client, walked over to this 
man, introduced herself, asked if he was married (he 
was single), returned to her client to get rid of him and 
then came back to permanently claim Michael.   Twenty 
six years later (after subsequent moves to Tokyo, 
Beijing, Hong Kong (twice), Shanghai and Malaysia), 
Carol now considers herself at least “honorary” Irish 
(and obtained Irish citizenship in 2000). 

Carol says that travelling with Michael to new postings throughout Asia has been easy for her as she is a 
business consultant, specialising in NGO fundraising and Asia market entry, and can do most of her work 
via email/travel.  Her first move overseas, however, was from her hometown Chicago in 1981, when she 
received a scholarship from Northwestern University to study at Fudan University in Shanghai. She stayed on 
working as a personal assistant at the trading company Jardine Matheson and was deported at the end of 
1982 for overstaying her visa.  Carol recalls “I was hauled away from the office by the Public Security Bureau, 
interrogated for several hours, told to sign a confession (which I did) and was given 48 hours to leave the 
country.” Jardine sent her to their headquarters in Hong Kong where she lived at the Excelsior Hotel for 3 
months.  “They didn’t know quite what to do with me and after racking up quite an F&B bill for them, I was 
asked to return back to the U.S. - which made my mother very happy….”

After getting her Bachelor’s degree in 1983, Carol 
was headhunted by the economic forecasting 
division of a Chicago trading firm and first sent to 
their Seattle office for training and then in 1986 
opened a small rep office for the company in 
Taipei to carry out trade and investment analysis.  
Carol recalls that those were the days when 
The American Club was the centre of all social 
activity and she was one of the few Western 
businesswomen in the country.  It turned out that 
Michael Garvey was actually based in Hong Kong 
and was travelling to Taipei, where he met Carol 
in 1988 and then, when he moved to open the 



new IDA office in Taipei in 1989, 
Carol moved soon after to Hong 
Kong with a new job as marketing 
director of the New York based 
company Lazare Diamonds.  This 
started a two-year commuter 
relationship.

It was during this time in Hong 
Kong that Carol seriously started 
her NGO/charity involvement 
in Asia. “Goodness knows I love 
diamonds,” states Carol, “but I 
didn’t much care for marketing 
them. I learned a great deal 
about advertising and market 
entry throughout the region, 
but selling a commodity wasn’t 
very fulfilling, so I started to look 
around for a local charity to try to fill that gap.”  Carol explains that from a very young age, her parents taught 
her to always give back to the community and as early as junior high school, she was already volunteering  
to sit with elderly patients in cancer wards who did not have family to visit them; that led her to become 
the teen spokesperson for the area  Cancer Society’s anti-smoking campaign which is where she believes 
she started to learn the art of public speaking (that and being the head of the debate and extemporaneous 
speaking team, editor of the school newspaper, etc. etc.) ….. says Carol “I remember my poor mother getting 
up at 5am every day to warm up the car and scrape ice off the windows, shovel the snow outside the garage, 
and make steaming hot oatmeal and cocoa for me before we headed out to the million extracurricular things 
I was doing…”. 

In Hong Kong in 1991, she started the quarterly magazine for WWF and was named as their Executive - 
Fundraising Committee (she remained editor for 10 years despite several international moves).  In 1992, her 
job was downsized and overnight she found herself unemployed in a very expensive city.  She called Michael 
who was living in Taipei and he suggested she start her own consulting company and within one month Carol 
secured her first client, a major U.S./London financial firm that wanted to enter the Taiwan market.  Carol 
moved her toothbrush to Michael’s bathroom, asking to stay with him for a couple of weeks, and ended up 
staying permanently (or as Michael calls her, “my current wife”).

Carol decided by the late 90s to spend more time focusing on NGO/charity work and is currently on the board 
of several Asia-focused charity organisations. The list of her fundraising projects seems endless as one sorts 
through the p.r. clippings she has amassed over the years:  personally raising funds to build two primary 
schools in remote areas of Shan Xi Province and Inner Mongolia in China, a shelter for abused girls and a 
hospital ward for HIV babies  in Saigon, computer training/education for imprisoned children in Ulaanbaatar 
(children were being housed in prisons due to alcoholic parents abandoning them), an orphanage for child 
prostitutes also in Mongolia (Carol used to visit the children who lived underground next to the city’s sewers 
and pipes because of the heat they gave off in the freezing winters….), cleft palate operations for orphaned 
children near Chernobyl, micro-finance projects in various cities in China for abused women,  endangered 
species protection projects for the International Fund for Animal Welfare (China/Tibet), etc.  

Carol cites Michael for his enduring patience: “Without his unwavering support and patience, I would drive 
us both crazy, as so many people know that charity work can be utterly frustrating and heart-breaking at 
times.”  



Currently, Carol is focused on fundraising for three organisations that she is passionate about:   The Himalayan 
Consensus (i.e.  A wide range of humanitarian projects in Tibet; she is on the BoD), The Snow Leopard Trust 
(only 1,500-4,000 left in the wild) and her own animal welfare/rescue organization in Shanghai that she 
started in 2005, Second Chance Animal Aid, wwwscaashanghai.org).  Carol explains, “SCAA is all consuming, 
even at a distance, but Shanghai had no SPCA and someone had to do something, as there are millions of 
dogs & cats abandoned or stolen for the fur/food trade and the cruelty involved is unimaginable. We try to 
make a difference, one animal at a time.”

When Carol and Michael moved to Kuala Lumpur at the end of 2007, she vowed to get some rest and focus 
on her health (she has three crushed vertebrae in her neck that has caused chronic pain since she was 16) 
and decided not to do any hands-on charity work here. However, as we all know, she has enthusiastically 
embraced raising funds/donating antiques from her collection for the annual St. Patrick’s Society Charity 
Night.  Says Carol, “I blame Mary Downey Anderson!  Who can say no to the Clare charm?”  (She has been 
collecting since her early days in China and owns an antique/framing store in Shanghai, with her adopted 
daughter Sonny Gao).  

This year she will again offer some special pieces from her private collection, as well as sourcing some 
“eclectic” collectibles during upcoming trips to Shanghai and Beijing. She 
hopes to help raise at least as much as her donations did this year, or 
more (with thanks to Ron Anderson, auctioneer extraordinaire, and the 
amazingly generous bidders…)!  Explains Carol, “Michael would love it if 
I would donate the entire house actually. He laments the fact that when 
he first came out to Asia in 1983, he carried only one suitcase and now he 
has me and 2 forty-foot containers….”. 

Carol also wrote a book that was published/launched in Shanghai in 
2007 (for more on her book/blog, see www.carolwolfson.com) about 
being a Western businesswoman in Asia. For anyone who wishes to buy 
a signed copy of her book (a fun and light-hearted read), she will donate 
all proceeds to the 2013 Irish Charity Night event.  



Mokhtar is a refugee from Somalia.  In May of 
this year he developed pneumonia with many 
complications, which lead to septicemia. 

He was in a critical condition in hospital in KL 
and sadly the doctors gave him no choice but 
to lose his legs or his life. Mokhtar had a very 
difficult and quick decision to make and he 
chose to save his life. 

He is now having to adapt to life without his 
legs and does this with such a positive attitude 
and always with a smile every day.  

Although from Somali, Mokhtar doesn’t come 
under UN refugee status and this means that all 
his hospital bills, rehabilitation and prosthetics 
have to be paid for by himself.  

Monica Maclean spends a lot of her time helping 
refugees from Somalia and Myanmar, and she 
and her husband Charlie, and various others, 
have helped Mokhtar with his rehabilitation 
after his bilateral amputation.  

The St Patrick’s Society was approached by Monica to help raise the much needed funds for his new 
prosthetics. 

As Monica does such great work it was a no brainer that we would support her and Mokhtar.  The 
society decided to donate a sum of money towards the RM15,000 needed for him to  have these limbs 
fitted.  

He and Monica are truly grateful to the St Patrick’s Society for supporting him in his time of need.

Mokhtar loves his Ireland shirt which he wears with pride (as you can see from his picture).  This shirt  
was kindly donated by Liam Healy of Healy Mac’s Bar. 

The St Patrick’s Society has helped Mokhtar towards reaching his goal of being able to walk again by 
having artificial limbs fitted here in Malaysia, so a big thank you to all our members who have supported 
us at all our various events over the past year, because without you we would have been unable to help 
Mokhtar, and also the other charities that we donated large amounts  to this year.

Go raibh mile maith agaibh

by Lynn MaitlandCharity begins at home



VOLUNTEERS WANTED !

The Riding for the 
Disabled Association, 

Malaysia

Royal Selangor Polo Club, Ampang
or

Bukit Kiara Equestrian & Country Club

RDA Malaysia is a charitable organisation that provides 
therapy riding for disabled children. The horse’s 
movement is therapeutic and improves the child’s 
balance/posture, co-ordination, self esteem and muscle 
development. 

There is a constant need for motivated, cheerful and 
reliable people to help. It is not necessary to know 
anything about horses or disabilities. RDA teaches its 
volunteers what they need to know in order to lead a 
pony or walk by the side of a rider.

If you have the time to support this charity and give one 
or two mornings a week please contact the following.

Ampang:         Sandra Cooper   016 386 3185                                      
Bukit Kiara:    Cecilia Liew          016 275 9329

Enterprise
 Ireland

The Irish Trade & Technology Board
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Its mission is to help Irish companies build 
their competitive advantage through 
innovative marketing and technology.

Enterprise Ireland offices worldwide 
link international buyers with Ireland’s 

competitive capability.

Contact us:
Tel:  03 2164 0618

Fax:  03 2164 0619 or e-mail 
sabrina.ng@enterprise-ireland.com

www.enterprise-ireland.com

Deputy Head of Mission
Mr Shane Stephens

Ireland House
The Amp Walk

218 Jalan Ampang
50450 Kuala Lumpur

Tel:  (03) 2161 2963
Fax: (03) 2161 3427

Public Hours
Monday to Friday

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
 & 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Embassy of Ireland

Ambassador
HE Declan Kelly

ANOTHER CHANCE
CHARITY SHOP

Wanted

Good quality clothing, books, ornaments, toys, 
household goods, baby equipment for our shop 

above Country Mart Convenience Store at Country 
Heights, Kajang. 

Collection can be arranged.  
All proceeds to local charities, so please help!

Also Needed

Your valuable time!  
Can you help us by volunteering to help in our 

boutique?

Any questions?

Please call:
Valerie Lee at 019 212 0621 
or Linda Satti at 012 373 0202  
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